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he Great Hall at the Christchurch Arts Centre in the 
Worcester Boulevard was abuzz with musicians, 

friends, supporters and, most notably, Affiliates performing 
on Sunday 7 November 2021 from mid-morning to late 
afternoon. For the record and as a souvenir Affiliates’ 
Journal (issue #6), herein is the story of that momentous 
day.  
 
THE OPENING 
 
Below is the welcoming address given Sunday 7 November 2021 by Andrew 
Turner, Christchurch Deputy Mayor and Councillor for Banks Peninsula Ward 
at the ti\me. He delivered it in the Arts Centre Great Hall for the opening of the 
80th Anniversary celebrations of the Christchurch Civic Music Council (CCMC).  
 
“Ki nga maunga, ki nga waka, ki nga karangatanga. 
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.” 
 
Greetings to you all as we call on the spirits of the mountains (maunga) and the canoes (waka) –  
 

[This is a poetic, liberal explanation rather than an exact translation, referring to the creation of a solid entity and its journey, – Ed.] 

 
“Good morning and thank you for the invitation to 
be here today at this important and auspicious 
event celebrating the 80th anniversary of the 
Christchurch Civic Music Council.  Please accept 
apologies from the Mayor and your patron, Lianne 
Dalziel, who sends her best wishes for today’s 
celebration.” [Mayor Lianne was later free to join 
the festivities – Ed.]  
“I would like to acknowledge: 
Margaret Austin . . . current President of the 
CCMC” [Like the Mayor, she was later free to join 
the celebrations – Ed.] (&) “Wallace Woodley (life 
member of the CCMC).” 
 

Andrew Turner (right) 
opens the 80th celebrations 
at the Great Hall 7 Nov 21. To 
his left is Michael O’Regan,  
Vice-President CCMC) 
[now President, see Stop Press – Ed] 
 
 

T 
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Andrew Turner continues 
 

ighty years is a long time in anyone’s language, 
with a rich history going right back to 1941 when 

the Canterbury Music festival Committee began its 
life – the first organisation of its kind in New 
Zealand.  
 
After some time, and after incorporation and registration as a charity, it became 
known by its current name, The Christchurch Civic Music Council Inc. 
 
The important work the Music Council does, promoting the study, practise and 
performance of musical works, promoting combined music festivals and 
working in partnership and co-operation with other organisations with similar 
objectives, has huge cultural value for Christchurch and in fact for New Zealand. 
 
This organisation serves the interests of 54 Affiliates, including choirs, 
orchestras, brass and pipe bands, Chamber Music groups, the Christchurch 
School of Music, Showbiz, The University School of Music and Ethnic groups. 
It supports annually the Primary Schools Strum Strike Blow (SSB) event that in 
2019 attracted some 1400 students from 43 schools. 
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t also stages the National Concerto  Competition for aspiring young soloists in 
alternate years on piano  and orchestral instruments. This is the only 

competition in the country held for NZ residents who choose their own piece of 
music and where finalists have the unique opportunity to perform with the 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra. The Music Council has been running this 
competition now for 54 years. Our city has been proud to host the competition 
every year and I know this competition has been a career-launching platform for 
many contestants who have competed in this event over the years. 
 
In fact many previous winners have gone on to have distinguished professional 
careers in music as soloists or in orchestras within NZ and overseas and having 
attended and enjoyed this event for a number of years now, I know how valuable 
it is. 
 
 

                               
 
    Michael Lawrence Chairman of the 
    National Concerto Competition Trust 
 
Going back over the history of the CCMC, we find it has been led by 
distinguished people   such as James Hay, Sir Hamish Hay, Professor John 
Ritchie, Robert Field-Dodgson, Wallace Woodley and others who have 
contributed significantly to the musical life of the city. It has been instrumental 
(excuse the pun) in – 

 
Establishing the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra 
Purchasing Steinway Grand Pianos (now located at Burnside High 
School and at St Margaret’s College) 
Formation of Community Choirs 
Promoting the importance of a Town Hall development and 
involvement  in fundraising for the Organ within that building. 

 
 
 

 

ince the 2010 – 2011 earthquakes, the CCMC has used every opportunity to 
present carefully referenced cases for music interests in the city to the 

Christchurch City Council on behalf of the Affiliates, including the restoration 
of the Town Hall. 

 
 

I 

S 



 

 5 

CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 

 
 understand that assistance from the Christchurch City Council was a vital 
foundation stone at the time it was founded and, thankfully, this partnership 

continues to this day.  With such a wonderful organisation supporting our 
musicians, I am sure Christchurch City could become the cultural capital of NZ.  
We will have wonderful places to celebrate culture, such as the Town Hall, The 
Piano, and the Court Theatre, all situated in the new performing arts precinct. 
 
This all represents huge opportunity. It presents further opportunity to build on 
the legacy the CCMC has created over the past 80 years – or I would rather say, 
its first 80 years;  and it does provide opportunity for all of us to be involved in 
growing and promoting music and culture in Christchurch now and into the 
future. 
 
So congratulations on reaching this 80-year milestone, on all you have achieved 
so far.  All the best for the next 80 years and the continuation of this excellent 
and important work. 
 
No reira Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa 
 

~   ~   ~ 

STOP PRESS     
[It is with great sadness that CCMC announces the retirement of 
President Margaret Austin (wef 17 Feb 2022 owing to health 
conditions). Surely it is the feeling of all the Executive and indeed the 
membership overall that we have been led by a doyen of leaders and inspired by 
an admiral second to none.  

Her recommendation that Michael O'Regan assume 
the chair (under Rule 17) has been welcomed.  It 
must certainly be the wish of all the Executive and 
Affiliates that Margaret continues as securely as 
possible.  

 
She reassures us of her 
continued affection for and 
interest in the CCMC in a 
heartening message that 
only Margaret could give: 
it will be a solace to all. 
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MC Launches CCMC MusicianSHIP 
 

 
 
          Jody Keehan 
 

ody Keehan, a member of the CCMC Executive 
was appointed to mastermind the elements of the 

80th celebrations. She is pictured on the stage of the 
Great Hall introducing Affiliates one by one as they 
take their place to regale the gathered throng with a 
vast array of music. 
 
[Affiliates’ Journal is grateful to Jody Keehan and Jade Spence‘s Photography for relevant text 
and some of the photographs which form the basis of the Programme Notes that follow: NB: 
owing to current circumstances some illustrations, other than those from Jade Spence, may be 
less than pristine – the Affiliates’ Journal acknowledges with thanks the facility to replicate 
images and text from relevant sources - Ed] 

 

 
      Sponsors of the 80th event appreciated 
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AFFILIATES PERFORM:  

 
uddenly there were the striking sounds of the Christchurch 
School of Music Samba Band.  Drummers stirred the crowd with 

beating drums and twirling sticks as they weaved hither and thither 
amongst the gathered throng. They opened the avalanche of 
performances by Affiliates making up the day-long Concert. The 
band was founded in 2001. It is a welcome feature at city events such 
as the Santa Parade, Lyttelton Festival of Lights the Kidsfest Lantern 
Parade and many more.  
 
CSM SAMBA BAND: 
 

  Way to go 
Lewis Cooper is the whistle-blower 
                            
 
      Duty drummers for the 80th celebrations 
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CSM CONCERT BAND: 
 

his concert Band is made up of woodwind, brass, percussion and string bass 
players. Concert bands, as the name implies, were formed to entertain at 

concerts. The CSM concert band is a family 
oriented ensemble which is aimed at giving 
players of all ages the opportunity to play 
works from richly rewarding and 
entertaining repertoire. In the course of the 
year the CSM Concert Band will perform a 
huge variety of items from classic 
masterpieces through to more contemporary 
popular medleys.   
 

 
 
 
Mark Hodgkinson conductor of 
 
the CSM Concert Band 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                    The CSM Concert Band in action at the CCMC 80th celebrations 
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CHRISTCHURCH CITY CHORUS of SWEET ADELINES 
 
 

horisters came on stage next in the form of members of the Christchurch 
City Chorus of Sweet Adelines (a world-wide organisation of women 

singers founded 1945). The Christchurch chapter numbers about 120 members 
singing Barbershop, and a cappella (unaccompanied) 
style music in four-part harmony. 
They were founded here in 1985 and are led by Master 
Director Virginia Humphry-Taylor. They are recognized 
as NZ’s best and over many years have also held the 
position of being Australasia’s best.  They have 
represented NZ on the international stage where they have 
gained 5th best in the world and overall the most 
entertaining chorus of all.  The singers are pictured in 
their final item, wearing cowboy hats to match the spirit 
of their Footloose song by  Kenny Loggins. Their 
programme  included A te Tarakihi                                                                                                   
It is  about a cicada who hides at night but comes out in 
the daytime to sing its stories. This 300 year-old song was 
made popular by Kiri Te Kanawa. Also selections from 
shows, and spirituals were performed. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  Hats off to the City Chorus as they perform their final item, Footloose 
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CHRISTCHURCH CITY CHOIR: 
 

his iconic member of the Christchurch music scene has a long and proud 
history stretching over 125 years. It performs works from the established 

repertoire as well as lesser-known and contemporary compositions. 
Formally established December 1990 following the merger of two long-
established choirs (Royal Christchurch Musical Society and the Christchurch 

Harmonic Society) the choir flourished for 22 years 
under music director Brian Law. Currently Dr John 
Linker (also D of M for the Anglican Transitional 
Cathedral) is director, and Jeremy Woodside 
accompanies. For the 80th CCMC celebrations, the 
choir performs from opera and adds  a bit of jazz. 
Their recital opens with the famous Guiseppe Verdi 
(1842) Nabucco chorus Va pensiero. It is a 
homesick lament by the enslaved Hebrews. The 
plot tells of the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem (586 BC) by King Nebuchadnezza 
(Nabucco) as an example of the oppression of the 
Babylonians and the Hebrews. 

        Dr John Linker 
  Director of City Choir 
 
 
Interestingly this immediately popular chorus became the theme song of the 
uprising for the unification of Italy for which Verdi was a staunch supporter. 

 
 In 1986 George Shearing set a series of pieces for 
choir, jazz piano and bass, which he called Music to 
Hear using texts by Wm Shakespeare. As well as a 
selection for today’s event, they are widely performed 
and enthusiastically received.  Jeffery Hunt, Director 
of the The Mostly Madrigals Singers of St Charles, 
Illinois, commissioned Shearing to set seven more 
Shakespeare songs. The first performance of Songs 
and Sonnets, was part of the bi-annual St Charles Art 
and Music festival in suburban Chicago.  John Rutter 
conducted the event on 9 July 1999 with George 
Shearing at the piano. 
  

Jeremy Woodside,  
Piano accompanist 

 

T 



 

 11 

 
 

CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 

 
CAMERATA STRINGS: 
 

amerata Strings is an adult chamber orchestra for 
advanced players under the auspices of the 

Christchurch School of Music. [Its name stems from the 
Italian word for a chamber or club room wherein members 
gather to foster their interests. The term also became 
synonymous, from the Renaissance era, with small groups 
of instrumentalists or choristers – Ed.]   Camerata Strings 
performs gems from the string orchestra repertoire and, 
wherever possible, features works by New Zealand 
composers – there were two items presented on the day. A 
number of compositions have also been written for, and 
commissioned by, the orchestra. Rehearsals are organised 
to run briefly just before a concert.  Camerata Strings 
acknowledges the University of Canterbury for providing 
rehearsal facilities at the Arts Centre for their concert.     
       ` Dr Patrick Shepherd            
        is Camerata's  
        musical director & 
        conductor from 2007  

 
 
  Camerata Strings performing in the Great Hall for the CCMC 80th 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

C 



 

 12 

\ 
 
 
 

CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 
 
APOLLO MUSICUM: 
 

pollo Musicum was founded 19 September 1953 at the behest of Otago 
University Music Tutor, Nancy Martin, to present a string quartet concert  

celebrating the 60th Anniversary of Governor Glasgow signing the Electoral Bill 
giving NZ women the vote — the first in the world to have this right.  
(Dr) Robert Tait DofM 

Another first was in 1963 when the Lyndsay String 
Quarter (an Apollo affiliate) won the first ever NZ 
Chamber Music Contest (the pilot event for the 
current competition).  Allan McDermott led,  
Laughton Pattrick played 2nd Violin, Robert Tait, 
Viola, and Rob McDermott, Violoncello.  It 
blossomed from then on as a String Ensemble, 

Chamber Orchestra and a Quire on a session basis. From Dunedin its hub soon 
moved to Wellington settling there for 40 years and then for the latest near on 29 
years, centred in Christchurch. It gives opportunities to advancing students to 
perform alongside tutors and professional musicians.  
We organised in The Square a celebration marking the end of the round the 
world Sri Chinmoy Torch of Peace (similar to the Olympic Torch).. Apollo is a 
registered Charity (CC50686) and organises fund raising events (Sandford Pipe 
Organ Restoration Kaikpoura). Apollo also composes, arranges, and performs 
soundtracks for films (The Five Kingdoms), and theatre, such as Top Dog's 
Outdoor Shakespeare, Re Act Theatre (Murder — of Thomas Becket - in the 
Cathedral) and NASDA productions (A Day in the Death of Joe Egg). We have 
produced CD's for some of these events and received royal thanks from Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, for the recording celebrating in 2000 her 100th 
Birthday and likewise from Queen Elizabeth II for the choral CD celebrating her 
90th birthday in 2016.  Apollo often performs works by NZ composers. At the 
CCMC 80th it featured Christchurch composer Barbara Maguire’s Swings & 
Roundabouts for Flute, Marimba and Strings. 
 
           Apollo Septet performs Barbara Maguire’s Swings & Roundabouts for Flute & Marimba 
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LIEDERTAFAL: 
 

he Christchurch Liedertafel Male Voice Choir formed in 1885 under the 
guidance of Sir Julius Von Haast - founder of the Christchurch Museum. 

Initially a 'closed' group, the choir has grown and transformed over the course of 
its 136 year history to become a leading contributor to the light-music concert 
scene in Canterbury. The choir's current Musical Director is UC DMA 
conducting candidate, Daniel Cooper.  
 

 
The choir performs music from Baroque to 
contemporary, and specializes in the period 
performance of wartime and post-war popular music. 
Past concerts have seen the choir collaborate with 
renowned artists such as Rodney McCaan and Patrick 
Power, plus composers John Ritchie and Vernon 
Griffiths.             
         
 
 
 

 Daniel Cooper D of M 
 
Past Musical Directors have included Frank Dennis, Victor C. Peters, and Dr. 
J.C. Bradshaw [he was also renowned DofM for Christchurch Anglican 
Cathedral]. 
 
 
 
 
Liedertafel Male Voice Choir enthrals the audience at CCMC 80th celebrations 
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Jubilate Singers: 
 

n inspiring group which was founded in 1977.    

Through radio and television broadcasts Jubilate Singers has earned a 
national reputation for high 
quality singing. It is a 
chamber choir usually of 
about thirty singers, and 
equally at home in 
performing a cappella 
sacred and secular works, 
jazz arrangements, and 
works with orchestral 
accompaniment.  

 

 

They are conducted by (Dr) 
Philip Norman. 

 
 
 

 
 
         Jubilate Singers entertain a CCMC 80th  audience at the Great Hall 
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PAUL WHELAN: 
 

orn in Christchurch, New Zealand, Paul Whelan’s international career has 
included debuts at the Metropolitan Opera, Royal Opera Covent Garden, 

Paris Opera, Bolshoi Opera, Hamburg State Opera, Bavarian State Opera, 
Netherlands Opera, Welsh National Opera, English National Opera, Opera 
Australia, Kansas, New Orleans and Boston Lyric Opera.  He is much sought 
after world-wide as an operatic and soloist Bass - Baritone. His voice is well 
suited for leading roles in the great operas of all periods. 
Recent roles have included Gremin in Eugene Onegin (Lyric Opera Kansas City) 
Daland in Der Fliegende Hollander (Hawaii & NZ) Timur in Turandot (Opera 
New Orleans) Raimondo in Lucia di Lammermoor (ENO) Seneca 
in L’Incoronazione di Poppea (Lille, Dijon) Nick Shadow in The Rake's 
Progress (NZO), Banco in Macbeth (Opera North), Dikoy in Katya 
Kabanova (Scottish Opera), Giorgio in I Puritani (Boston Lyric Opera, Opera 
Victoria), Il Commendatore in Don Giovanni (Garsington festival, Theatre de 
Champs Elysee), Sarastro in The Magic Flute (Hawaii Opera Theatre), Claudio 
in Hamlet (Gothenburg), Collatinus in The Rape of Lucretia (Opera Norway), 
Ramfis in Aida (Opera Australia), Claggart in Billy Budd (Glyndebourne 
Festival) and Bluebeard in Bluebeard’s Castle (NZO). 
Paul is a winner of the Cardiff Singer of the world Lieder prize and pursues a 
busy concert career. For a special favour he performed a number of Robert 
Tait’s settings of Shakespeare songs for a CD celebrating the 15th anniversary of 
Top Dog Theatre’s outdoors at Mona Vale presentations of the Bard’s comedies. 
For the CCMC 80th celebrations he was accompanied on the piano by long-time 
friend from Christchurch school days, Chris Archer (Arts Centre Director). 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
WOOLSTON BRASS: 
 
 

t was fitting that Woolston Brass should conclude this wonderful 
day of commemoration.  They richly deserved their applause. At 

the invitation of  MC Jody this was extended to players and singers 
acknowledging earlier performers and the CCMC.  

 

Founded in 1891, Woolston Brass Inc. has remained true 
to its Maori motto, Tohea Kia Kaha (Persevere, so there 
is Strength). 
  
Today the Woolston organisation has 100+ members 
across three brass bands; Woolston Junior Band, 
Woolston Concert Brass and Woolston Brass, plus a 
Learners’ Group. Their leading Academy education 
programme teaches over 70 children and adults, and 
provides a positive  

Tyme Marsters  environment for them to learn music and engage with the 
Woolston Brass MD         community through concert performances, local and  
    National contests. 
 
    Woolston Brass members 
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Renowned Trombonist and Flugel Horn player from Woolston Brass offer an invigorating 
duet during the Finale of the CCMC 80th feast of music 
 
 
 
  

any Academy members progress to Christchurch’s iconic Woolston Brass 
under the baton of Music Director Tyme Marsters.  It is known for musical 

excellence and versatility as a popular stage performer – whether it be in the 
concert hall performing to the Canterbury community in their annual concert 
series, or on the National, international or local contest stages as New Zealand’s 
most successful contesting brass band. 

 

 
 

oolston Brass Inc. exists today for its members to learn, play, perform and 
inspire each other and the community with excellent and diverse musical 

experiences. To learn about Woolston Brass’ upcoming performances, please visit 
Woolston Brass' Facebook page or email caroline@woolstonbrass.org 
 

~   ~   ~ 
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AFTERGLOW: 
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President Margaret Austin, with  Mayor Leanne Dalziel &  
Wallace Woodley CCMC Life Member 

 
 
 

   T the conclusion of festivities and the day-long concert, guests were 
invited to the Arts Centre’s Makerspace rooms for a celebratory function. 

During the socializing we were beguiled by Wallace Woodley as he took us 
down “Memory Lane” 
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Wallace Woodley’s Memory Lane 
 
It was a given that Wallace Woodley, a doyen of the CCMC and 
indeed Christchurch’s music scene would be invited to address  
guests gathered at the Afterglow following CCMC’s 80th day-long 
Anniversary festivities. 
 

adame Mayor, Madame President, fellow Life Members, Friends, 
It is a great honour for me to be invited to address you all at such an auspicious event, the 

celebration of the 80th Anniversary of the founding of the Christchurch Civic Music Council. 
 
Inevitably, when considering an occasion such as this, many personal memories resurface, and in 

preparing this talk I have indeed travelled down 
Memory Lane. 
To begin with, I would like to explain briefly the 
origins and early history of the Council before 
recalling people, policies and performances that I 
have been associated with for nearly 54 years, 
encompassing the last two-thirds of Music Council 
history.  
I want to acknowledge at the outset my debt of 
gratitude to the late Peter Barton and his 1991 
publication, Music in the City, which has prompted 
my memory of earlier years. 
 
 

Wallace Woodley holds up  
an historic programme 
 

 
Thomas Andrews (front left), a leading light of NZ’s Centennial Music Festival Committee (the 
founding body of today’s CCMC ) with renowned artists performing at the celebratory 1940’s  
concerts (Oscar Natzke, great operatic bass – second from right back row, Anderson Tyrer – 
NZBC Orchestra – centre front row and next to him Heddle Nash, - English Lyric tenor,  et al) 

CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 
 
 

he genesis of the Christchurch Civic Music Council was in the establishment of the 
Christchurch Festival Committee which collaborated with the Internal Affairs Department to 

celebrate in 1940 the Centenary of the Dominion of New Zealand. 

M 
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ollowing on from the successful work of that committee, representatives of the City Council 
and of the major musical groups of the time met in 1941 to form the Canterbury Music 

Festival Committee, electing as Chairman, Mr T Andrews, Treasurer, Mr J W Niven (the City 
Treasurer), and Secretary, Mr L F de Berry, an indomitable figure who remained in office for 24 
years. In those days the Mayor was always the President, ex officio. Further musical festival 
activities were greatly hampered by “the international situation”, the Second World War.  
 
 
 
In 1944 Mr J E Hay (later Sir James Hay) was elected Chairman, 
remaining as such for the next 19 years. In 1947, the old Canterbury 
Music Festival Committee was reconstituted as the Christchurch Civic 
Music Council, the name that has continued to this day. Around 1948, the 
Music Council paid $1,000 for two grand pianos, one of which was placed 
in the Civic Theatre, the other in the Radiant Hall (later called the 
Repertory Theatre). Musical festivals resumed and were very successfully 
presented for about 22 years.  
 
                       Sir James Hay 
Among them were Country Choir Festivals, a 1953 concert celebrating the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in King Edward Barracks, a week of concerts in association with the Canterbury 
Centennial Association to commemorate the  Centenary of the City in 1951, a Royal Concert 
held in the King Edward Barracks in February 1963 honouring the visit of Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prince Philip, and the last major concert in 1964 in Canterbury Court when the distinguished 
English composer, Sir William Walton, conducted a programme of his works, including the 
mighty oratorio, 'Belshazzar's Feast'. Artists performing on these various occasions included the 
two major choirs in the city (the Royal Christchurch Musical Society and the Harmonic Society), 
the National Orchestra and the Christchurch Orchestral Society. 
 
There is not sufficient time to expand on all the various later matters that involved the Music 
Council, including the orchestral debacle that arose in the late 1970s when for a period of time 
there were two orchestras vying for public support.  
 

It will be sufficient to say that eventually there emerged from the 
heated debates of the time a singularly very fine professional ensemble 
that we all admire, the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, which 

serves such an outstanding role today in the city's concert calendar.  
 

Nor is there time to relate the ways in which so many musicians were 
involved in the first 50 years in steering the Music Council along the 
way. Their names are enshrined in the Minutes of the past. They 
included: C Foster Browne (who served for 27 years), E Robert Field-
Dodgson (25 years), Peter Barton (in excess of 20), Les Strong and 
Jack Cotter (20 years), George Martin (14 years), Dr Vernon Griffiths 
(11 years), Prof Dr John Ritchie (9 years), and many more. 
 

       Prof. Ritchie 
 
 

epresenting the Christchurch Society of Registered Music Teachers, I attended my first 
General Meeting of the Music Council in 1967, and was elected to the Executive in 1970, 

serving as a Member of that team for 21 years, being its Chairman from 1981 to 1989, elected a 
Life Member in 1990, and being an Honorary Vice-President for the next 16 years until there 
was a change in the Constitution reorganising the designated officers of the Council. 
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I recall Mayors, Mr Ron Guthrey, Mr Neville Mannering and Sir Hamish Hay presiding at 
meetings of the Executive, held in those halcyon days in the Christchurch City Council offices in 
Manchester Street, adjacent to the Civic Theatre. When the Council offices shifted to Tuam 
Street (in the former Miller's Building) General Meetings were held in 
the Council Chamber; Executive meetings took place in an adjacent 
Committee Room. In early years four General Meetings were held 
annually  which representatives of affiliated organisations were invited 
to attend. Ongoing poor support reduced these annually to two, and in 
recent times the General Meeting of Affiliates has been further reduced 
to one, the Annual General Meeting in October.  
Also, in earlier years before the revamp of the Constitution, affiliates 
included Local Bodies stretching from Waimate in the south to Cheviot 
in the north. I remember Michael Houstoun's mother regularly coming to 
meetings from Timaru as a representative of Levels County. Riccarton 
Council was represented by Councillor Peter O'Meeghan, who was 
elected a member of the Executive, serving for six years; but longer 
terms of membership were given by two representatives of Christchurch 
City Council, Councillor Helen Garrett (10 years) and Councillor Rex Arbuckle (more than 14 
years). 
 
Each of our Secretaries has been the true lynchpin of the Council. For many years, Ruth Hendry 
was at the helm – a wonderful administrator who managed Music Council business for over 15 
years. She carried the burden of organising the National Concerto Competition from its inception 
in 1967 until she retired. For two years of the Instrumental  National Concerto Competition Ruth 
engaged as adjudicator the internationally recognised violinist, Alfredo Campoli. During her 
tenure Ruth developed a close relationship with Rex Hobcroft, the Director of the New South 
Wales State Conservatorium in Sydney, adjudicator for five succeeding piano years,  
 
I think she and her husband, John, even accommodated Rex during his trips across the Tasman. 
This friendship proved valuable when the first ever Sydney International Piano Concerto 
Competition was held in 1977: Rex Hobcroft was closely associated with that inaugural event, 
and through his good offices, the city and the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra afterwards 
hosted the first winner of the Australian contest, Irina Plotnikova. As she was a Russian national 
travelling abroad, and living those days under the repressions of the Soviet regime, her 
movements were always accompanied by an officer of the KGB who insisted on being present 
when any personal negotiations with Irina took place. If Ruth knocked on her hotel room door, 
the adjacent door would fling open and close observation would be made of the subsequent 
conversation with the young artist.  
 
Another major event for which Ruth had administrative responsibility was the Annual 
Community Choirs Festival when as many as seven of the secular choirs in the city would 
individually contribute to a programme which ended with a massed choir item. Under her watch 
also, numerous overseas musicians of high standing were welcomed to the city, usually with a 
Mayoral Reception. These included maestro violinist Yehudi Menuhin and a famous double bass 
player, Rodney Slatford. Ruth had an alter ego: she was R.A.H. who, for many years, compiled 
the crossword in the weekly issue of The Listener. Ruth's first office was located in the former 
M.E.D. building on the corner of Manchester Street and Oxford Terrace; her second was in the 
Civic Chambers, a block away.  
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er successor was Margaret Purdie, a talented singer and founder of the Clef Club. She 
occupied the role for four years, before current Life Member, Jean Rutherford began her 

many years of service. Jean's numerous occupations included being a registered music teacher, 
the wife of an active Presbyterian minister, and a much sought-after piano accompanist.  
 
During her time as Secretary, the office of the Music Council was 
situated in the Clock Tower of the Arts Centre and the Council's Music 
Library was stored in the basement.  

 
 
[For the last 10 years and more, Carmel Brown has 
been CCMC Secretary and likewise serves the  
National Concerto Competition Trust. – Ed]         Jean Rutherford 
         
 

   Carmel Brown 
 
Mention has already been made of the National Concerto Competition.  The first event was held 
in 1967/68. It was for performers on any instrument and attracted 53 competitors who personally 
chose two movements of any work for which orchestral parts were available. Maurice Till was 
appointed Official Accompanist, though competitors were not obliged to employ him.               
 
I accompanied a contestant. Six finalists were chosen to present their full concertos with the 
Civic Orchestra over two nights, three performers per concert, in the Civic Theatre. The Panel of 
Adjudicators consisted of the internationally recognised conductor, Arthur Fiedler, Prof Peter 
Platt (of Otago University) and consultant judge Dobbs Franks, conductor of the Civic Orchestra. 
They awarded First to Christine Cuming of Auckland, soloist in Beethoven's 'Emperor' Piano 
Concerto. For many years the winning performance was later broadcast over the YC stations of 
the radio network, through an arrangement with the New Zealand Broadcasting Corporation 
(NZBC). After the first event, the decision was made to have the contest for pianists in one year, 
alternating with orchestral instrument players in the next, and just three finalists would appear in 
one concert . The competition continues very successfully to this day, with some hiccups due to 
Christchurch Earthquakes and the Covid-19 Pandemic, and finalists have spread around New 
Zealand, and indeed the whole world, fulfilling notable professional musical careers. A full list 
of finalists in the contest's 53-year history is on display here today... 
I had the responsibility of convening the competition for thirteen years from 1972, followed by 
Christina Sell for six years. Each of us was able to rejoice in having a student win in a piano 
year.  

 
I recall an incident at a final concert in the Civic Theatre in 1971 when 
the adjudicator, Douglas Mews, was invited to declare the result. He 
walked to the piano and performed an improvised pot-pourri of themes 
from the concertos presented that evening before announcing the 
winner, Michael Houstoun. 
 

   Michael Houstoun 
 
In 1985, just a few weeks before the final concert, the adjudicator appointed, Franz-Paul Decker, 
resigned due to considerable controversy in the news media at the time over his derogatory 
statement concerning women conductors. (He believed that the public would believe he was 
biased against the female sex, and there were two young women in the line-up.) I was fortunately 
able to contact a previous piano winner, Patrick O'Byrne, who had just returned to New Zealand 
from study and concert activity in Germany. He accepted the late invitation and at the conclusion 
of the event declared Richard Chandler of Christchurch the winner. 

H 
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 On another occasion, in 2012, the eventual winner, Santiago Cañón-Valencia, broke a string on 
his cello in the course of the performance, borrowed a cello from an orchestral player and carried 
on unabashed. For the 50th Anniversary of the National Concerto Competition I compiled a 
celebratory booklet outlining the current whereabouts and amazing historical careers of finalists 
in the previous 49 years. During my research I found that a second-place-getter in 1983, pianist 
Denis King, had a cellist son, Edward King, who won the competition in 2010. The youngest 
finalist to date has been 12-year-old violinist, Belinda Bunt, who came 3rd in 1972. 
 

 
The first award of the Ernest Empson Scholarship was made in 1974 
to flautist, Tony Ferner. This annual gift was the result of a bequest 
from Ernest Empson, a prominent piano teacher of many outstanding 
students (such as Maurice Till and Richard Mapp) who was for 23 
years from 1947, early in our history, a Vice-President of the Music 
Council. Some of us here today have had a close personal and 
professional relationship with successful recipients. 
 
 
 

        Ernest Empson 
 
The Ruby Hay Recital Scholarship was inaugurated in 1980 following a bequest from an art 
lover, the late Ruby Hay. It is awarded to the winner of an annual piano recital contest jointly 
organised in collaboration with the (now) local branch of the Institute of Registered Music 
Teachers. The first occasion was adjudicated by Jean Anderson, a teacher at the Royal Academy 
of Music, London, visiting her home in Christchurch on holiday. She awarded First Equal to 
Dinah Anderson (no relation), a student of Miss Anderson (no relation), and a student of mine 
(Lynley Exton). Since 1998, the Second Place-getter has been awarded the Lois Mackintosh 
Prize, a memorial to a friend of Ruby Hay, and Secretary of the local Registered Music Teachers 
Society when the competition began. A full list of winners is on display here today... 
 
The Music Council has been responsible for many music-based initiatives over the years. It 
assisted in the formation of the local Chamber Music Society, it encouraged the work of 
composers in “the Dominion”, it assisted with the formation of the Community Arts Council.  
Over the years it has provided high class keyboard instruments such as the two grand pianos it 
currently owns. In 1972, for the opening of the Christchurch Town Hall, the  Music Council 
provided the hall's first Steinway Grand Piano. Earlier in that year, the unexpected tragic death 
occurred of the current Chairman of the Music Council, Keith Newson, as he was undergoing an 
anaesthetic during an operation in hospital.  
 
The Music Council decided to name the recently purchased instrument the Keith Newson 
Memorial Piano in his honour, and I was privileged to perform the first piano solo on that 
instrument at its launch in the presence of Keith's widow, Helga, the Mayor and City 
Councillors, prior to the Official Opening of the Town Hall when the Music Council had a role 
in commissioning music for the celebratory programme.  
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he Music Council also owns a Neupert harpsichord of two manuals. This was purchased in 
1977 after it had been personally selected in the Bamberg, Germany factory of J. C. Neupert 

by Wolfgang Just, a member of the Council's Executive at the time.  
 
 

Another major contribution to 
the citizens of Christchurch was 
the important role the Music 
Council played in fund-raising 
for the magnificent Rieger pipe 
organ that now graces the 
Douglas Lilburn Auditorium.  
 
Council Minutes reveal that the 
subject of an organ in the 
proposed Town Hall was raised 
as early as 1958; in 1964 a 
detailed report from a sub-
committee was considered but 

not acted upon. The subject was reawakened when Mr and Mrs C J Ferrier gifted $10,000 for a 
proposed Organ Fund.  
 
The Town Hall opened in 1972, however, with no instrument in sight, but provision had been 
made for a future organ with the architectural design incorporating empty organ chambers 
behind the Choir seats. As a teaser perhaps, Bernard and Brenda Bicknell donated a small 
continuo organ to the Town Hall in 1979. Debates and discussion finally led to the setting up of a 
Town Hall Organ Fund-raising Committee in 1980, chaired by Mr R W J Harrington, Mayor of 
Riccarton. When he resigned in 1983, I took over as Chairman. Various ideas were promoted, 
including a publicity stunt on 23 February 1985, the three-hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
composer, George Frideric Handel whose organ concerto had been presented at a public meeting 
in the Town Hall the previous year. (That was when musician colleague, Chris Archer, 
performed the solo part on the Bicknell continuo organ assisted by a small chamber orchestra.) 
Elric Hooper, well-known as Director of the Court Theatre at the time, and very sympathetic 
with the fund-raising cause, eagerly played the role of Handel, suitably dressed in wig and 
costume, and arrived by horse and cart in Cathedral Square, accompanied by two costumed 
lackeys. He then called to order an assembly of volunteer singers from the main city choirs and 
flamboyantly conducted an impromptu performance of the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah in 
the open air, accompanied by the strains of the amplified cathedral pipe organ.  In time, fund-
raising advanced, Bernard and Brenda Bicknell contributed $100,000 in 1987, a new technical 
sub-committee of organ specialists was set up, quotations were sought, resulting finally in the 
purchase of a magnificent pipe organ of three manuals and pedals, and 42 stops, from the 
Austrian firm of Rieger. The organ was installed and “opened” on 15 May 1997 to great fanfare. 
 
 It has been a great ride so far, and I warmly wish our current President, Margaret, our 
indefatigable Secretary, Carmel, and the other members of our splendid Executive Team, much 
continuing success in times to come.  
 
Thank you for listening.                                                           
Wallace Woodley 
 

 

T 
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Some Who’s who & a  
Potpourri of pix at the Afterglow  
 

elow are randomly selected additional performer photographs 
and of some of the city’s (and beyond) Who’s Who socialising at 

the 7 November 2022 Afterglow in the Makerspace rooms of the 
Arts Centre, plus a potpourri of pix.  
(Because of current circumstances, reader indulgence is hoped for in cases where illustrations are less than pristine. – Ed.) 

 
CCMC President, Margaret Austin with honoured guests 
 

 
 
[Back row, L to R] Christine Hainstock – an NZSO Foundation Trustee, Andrew Turner, 
Christchurch Deputy Mayor; [seated L to R] Sweet Adelines Master Director Virginia Humphry-
Taylor,  Dr. Philip Norman, Conductor Jubilate Singers [& Risingholme Orchestra, etc -ED] 
Lianne Dalziel, Christchurch Mayor, Margaret Austin, President CCMC [at the time]. Wallace 
Woodley, CCMC Life Member.  

 

B 
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A key  component of CCMC is the Concerto Competition. Pictured below are a 
long-time executive for this NZ-wide entity, Howard Harvey, and the current 
chairman of the Trust, Michael Lawrence. To the left is Beverley Buist a past 
Secretary of CCMC. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A moment of bonhomie between some of the ‘engine drivers’ of Christchurch’s 
musical arena: (Lto R) John Emeleus, Patron of the Christchurch School of 
Music (CSM);  he often offers his compositions which CSM students  are 
delighted to  perform;  Paul Ellis, President of the Royal School of Church 
Music NZ, the local region, of this world-wide Charity (he prospers the 
advancement of young musicians, choristers and organists);  and Patrick 
Shepherd, Senior Lecturer Canterbury University (he is noted for his interest in 
compositions by his students and others in connection with music influenced by 
the Antarctic).   
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Georgina Rees-Stevenson, 
Flute and Max Ma, Marimba, 
together with Apollo 
Musicum ensemble (led by 
Henry Nicholson) perform 
Christchurch composer 
Barbara Maguire’s Swings 
and Roundabouts. 
 

 
 

       Barbara Maguire 

 
 
 
 
Don Whelan, the Maestro of CBS Music (Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament); 
He gathers leading orchestral instrumentalists and choristers to provide a Music 
Ministry in the form of Masses.  Also he sponsors a stream of concerts plus the 
Wednesdays at One series featuring ensembles and soloists from the city’s 
leading performers. Membership of CBS gives opportunity to players, singers 

and supporters to experience 
periodic tours in NZ, Australia 
and world-wide.  These involve 
a party of over one hundred 
travelling to and performing in 
the great centres of music at 
venues such as Notre Dame in 
Paris, St Peters Rome, and iconic 
cathedrals in Berlin, Prague, 
Japan, the Americas - north and 
south etc. 
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Christchurch City Chorus a 
member of the world-wide Sweet 
Adelines movement. As well as 
gaining 5th place in the 
International Competition of 
2016 they were judged to be and 
were awarded the Most 
Entertaining  Sweet Adelines at 
the same competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Yummies     
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Paul Whelan, world-leading Opera singer 
applauds  ………………………………..  

 
 
 

 
 
………………………………  his accompanist (and long-time friend from 
school days) Chris Archer at the great Hall on the occasion of the 80th 
Anniversary celebrations 7 Nov 2021. 
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Roll Call: 
 

he successes of the Christchurch Civic Music Council (CCMC) in its 
many roles (supporting the NZ Concerto Competition,  Affiliate members 
and their programmes, as a forum for Advocacy, as well as promoting the 

place of the Arts in our community are legend.  These have been important 
influences over the last 80 years.  Now we continue energising into the endless 
years ahead. The following briefs acknowledge the corner stones of the CCMC, 
i.e. our esteemed Affiliates. In many instances it has been possible to include a 
mini-‘biog’ of a member. 

 
   
This Band was formed in 1883 based around the  
Addington Railway Workshops. In 2001 a merger of the NZ 
Fire Service Band, the Christchurch Fire Brigade Band, the 
Christchurch Municipal and Christchurch Tramways Band 
led to the present entity and the set up of one of NZ’s most 
extensive music libraries. 

 
Apollo Musicum began in 1953 with a concert to 
celebrate the granting of NZ women getting the vote. 
From thence Apollo has flourished with its focus on 
encouraging advancing instrumental soloists, 
ensemble members and choral performers by seating 
them alongside professionals and teachers. It serves as 
a charity (CC50686) providing music support in 
retirement villages, City, town and cultural ceremonies 
and fund raising for community projects.   
      Atlas Voices: 

              
 
Christchurch’s Arts Centre   Ravil Atlas formed the entity  
( Te Matatiki Toi Ora) incorporating  2011 gathering Christchurch’s 
the Great Hall, some faculties of the   most talented voices for sell-out 
University of Canterbury and a wide  performances. They collaborate 
Range of Cultural endeavours.  regularly with the CSO. 

 
 

T 
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Burnside High School is renowned for its provision of education for music 
students and successes they achieve in NZ-wide competitions. The Aurora 
Centre venue hosts numerous educational and community cultural events. 
Helen Renaud and Chris Petch support a team of most outstanding teachers, 
both staff members and visiting specialists. 
 

Canterbury Philharmonia in its present 
configuration began  
1952. However it inherited a history 
from 1872 traversing various 
formations and being led by iconic 
conductors through the years ( firstly, 
Alexander Lean, Frank John, Arthur 

Hart, Stephen Deelaney, Tom Brown, John Emeleus, 
Graeme Wallis to the present maestro, Mark 
Hodgkinson,  celebrating nigh on 34 years’ service. 
 
 
 
 

                  Sandra Norquay, conductor 
Canterbury Singers - Joy to the World and this is what the Choir brings to all. 
YouTube · Concord Community Music School 21/12/2019 
(NB: to conclude the stream of unrelated following clips click on the x of your browser tag – Ed.) 
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Canterbury & Westland Secondary Music Teachers’ Association. 
 
The CWSMTA is a network of music educators in the  Canterbury-Westland 
region of NZ with a focus on secondary education relating to music. Members 
include classroom teachers, tertiary educators, music advisors, itinerant 
instrument teachers and arts co-ordinators. They provide professional 
development, a forum to discuss issues and a support network. Meetings are held 
once a term usually focusing on professional development.   
 
CBS Music (Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament)       

The AIMS are promoting and performing 
great music of the Christian Church (e.g. 
Bach’s St John Passion, Mozart and 
Haydn Masses, and symphonic and 
choral works of similar genre from most 

periods). It encourages young 
musicians with its training and 
performances during Services and 
with concerts and tours to other 
NZ centres as well as world-wide. 

 
Cecilian Singers 
 Began in March 1981 as a chamber choir for Christchurch 
female singers under the baton of Nan Anderson and now with 
Rosemary Turnbull as music director and Sarah Kang, piano 
accompanist. They sing for the joy of it various styles including a 
cappella. They enjoy National Artist status with Radio NZ. 
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Chamber Music New Zealand 
 
CMNZ is the leading presenter of top quality chamber music concerts 
throughout NZ.   Its mission is to nurture the love and understanding of music, to 
create remarkable experiences throughout Aotearoa, foster live music by solo 
performers and small ensembles and encourage NZ performers and composers. 
 

CMNZ hosts the annual 
Chamber Music Contest 
beginning 1965.  With 
Professor Platt as judge a pilot 
version was conducted in 1963 

won by the Jay Lyndsay String Quartet (an associate of Apollo Musicum) with 
Jay Lindsay leading, Beverley Letcher (nee Gittings) Violin II, Robert Tait 
Viola, and Donald Best, Violoncello – he played the theme tune for decimal 
currency promotion. 
 
 

The Christchurch 
Cathedral Choir was 
founded in 1859 with 
a charter from Queen 
Victoria. It is the 
only fully 
professional choir 

for trebles and adults in NZ and one of only two in the Southern Hemisphere 
with its own choir school, The Cathedral Grammar School. It now has two 
streams, the Boy Choristers and the Girls Choristers. The photograph of boys 
and girls and professional 
choir men, together with 
Godley/Wakefield Choral 
Scholars, shows them in 
the “Cardboard Cathedral” 
as it is sometimes called 
owing to its construction 
from huge cardboard 
tubes. (the Editor was in the team 
that applied polyurethane to 
theirsurfaces). 
 
 
The Christchurch Cathedral Choir Society Inc as well as being a 
CCMC Affiliate is an associate of the Transitional Cathedral, particularly 
supporting the education of young choristers.  Tim Andrews (a Cathedral 
Singers Tenor) leads the entity. 
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Christchurch City Choir 
This is a first class symphonic choir,  which has a history stretching back over 
125 years.  It plays a significant role in Christchurch’s music and civic life and 
performs choral works of great beauty from the traditional as well as lesser 
known and contemporary repertoires to its loyal and new audiences each year. 
Its present formation stems from December 1990 following the merger of two 

long-established choirs 
(Royal Christchurch 
Musical Society and the 
Christchurch Harmonic 
Society). Current 
conductor is Dr  John 
Linker (who is also D of 
M for the Transitional 
Cathedral). Refer to near 
the beginning of this 
Journal for more details 
and pictures. 
 

Christchurch City Choir pictured at Knox Church  
Bealey Ave together with brass band accompanists                Supporters of Christchurch City Choir 

 
 

Christchurch City Chorus of  
Sweet Adelines International 
 

    
 
This Affiliate is an award winning group of women who love to sing 
Is led by the inspirational Virginia Humphrey-Taylor. Refer to near the 
beginning of this Journal for more details. 
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Christchurch Competitions Society 
Young people have been competing at the Christchurch 
Competitions Society for over 100 years now. There are 7 art forms 
involved, Ballet/Jazz, Tap, Highland Dancing, Irish Traditional, 
Speech & Drama, Vocal and Instrumental.  The entity is a member 
of the Performing Arts Competitions Association of NZ 
 
Christchurch Liedertafel Inc 
 

It began in 1885 with just 20 members. Its 
membership now stands at around 48. 
It is a male voice choir for those who have a 
common love of male voice performing and 
the camaraderie this engenders. 
 

(Refer to near the beginning of the Journal for more details) 
They perform numerous times around Christchurch 
city. They are led by highly qualified and talented 
Daniel Cooper of Canterbury University. 
 

Christchurch 
Organists’  Association Inc. 
It is a member of the NZ Organ Association 
Inc. and like its parent has aims that include 

promotion and fostering an interest in and knowledge of organs, 
organ music, organ building and associated matters. It encourages 
young people and others to become organists. 
Local representative of the mother entity is Trevor Lord working 
with President Walter Haldane and blessed with patronage from 
Dame Gillian Weir and Dr John Wells. 

 
 
Christchurch School of Music 
 
The Christchurch School of Instrumental Music was initiated by Robert (Bob) 
Perks in 1955 to provide group tuition for young students along with 
opportunities to play in ensembles.  It is one of NZ’s greatest musical treasures.   
Renamed as CSM in the 1960’s to recognise inclusion of vocal music in its 
mission, it nevertheless has never changed  the aspiration of fostering a lifelong 
love of music.  
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In more recent times it has broadened its boundaries even further so people of 
any age (the oldest is in their 90’s and youngest 3-year olds) can participate in 

class lessons and ensembles or one-on-one tuition. 
After many more recent years  it has been a guest of 
the Ferry Road Catholic College for Saturdays and 
after school hours, the school is on the move to a new 

headquarters at the old Avonside Girls’ High School in Avonside Drive.  The 
school is led by Celia Stewart and has numerous staff drawn from 
Christchurch’s outstanding list of tutors who cater for virtually every instrument 
and musical interest (e.g. vocal, orchestral, concert band, rock bands, jazz 
combos). 
 

Christchurch School of Music 
Support Trust 
Mark Walton, a long-time stalwart of the CSM leads 
this important Charity dedicated to helping the well-
being of the CSM and its clientele. 
The nunnery, that wonderfully housed the CSM until it was 
destroyed by the earthquake. 

 
 

Christchurch Schools’ Music Festival Association 
 
The Festivals the Association prospers have been iconic events each year in the 
cultural life of the city for the last 80 years and portend into the future. On each 
of the four nights of the Festival a different massed choir of 800 voices joins the 
Junior and Senior Representative Choirs, the Concert Band and the Orchestra to 
present a high-quality concert. It is a registered Charity.  
 
The massed Choir element offers an uplifting and enjoyable experience of choral 
music performed at the highest possible standard with professional production 
values;  exposure to a wide variety of genre and styles of choral music that serve to 
inspire and educate.  It offers choral training based on the development of well-
produced head tone and other vocal techniques. Also there is development of the 
personal responsibility and self-discipline required for music performance. 
 
Representative groups from schools and such are given the opportunity to sing in a 
high quality ensemble to provide inspiration for fellow students and hone their 
musical skills at secondary and tertiary levels plus working with professionals. 
 
Choir teachers and music tutors are helped with motivation to foster in-school music 
and singing for students of all ability levels, to foster professional development 
and engage with purpose-prepared songs and accompaniments over a range of 
genre. 
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 Musical Directors 

 

Keith Newson, Music Director for 21 years 
Since its inception, the Music Festival has had just twelve Musical 
Directors; the role has sometimes been shared… 

• 1939 – 1941  George Martin 
• 1942 – 1945  In recess – World War 2 
• 1946 – 1948  Hugh Findlay 
• 1949 – 1970  Keith Newson 
• 1971 – 1973   Gordon Mathieson 
• 1974 – 1986  Lennox Willett 
• 1987 – 1994  Russell Kent 
• 1995                Carl Browning 
• 1996 – 1999  Murray Lennox & Richard Oswin 
• 2000 – 2003  Robert Aburn 
• 2004 – 2010  Charles Levings & Richard Oswin 
• 2011 – 2012   Andrew Withington 
• 2013 –  2019  Patrick Shepherd 
• 2020 –             Rachel Wilford 

Concerts for Christchurch Foundation Trust 

On selected Mondays throughout the year the Trust supports lunch-time 
performances by local, national and international soloists and ensembles 
at the Great Hall. Visit the Arts Centre website for the listings. 

https://www.artscentre.org.nz 
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Friends of The Christchurch Town Hall  
Organ Trust 
Wednesday 6 March 2019 Martin Setchell, The Town Hall Organ Curator  
gave two free recitals to celebrate the long-awaited reopening of the 
refurbished and enhanced Rieger organ which the trust made possible.  
For more details visit www.nzorgan.com  scroll down to “this link” for  
earlier still live streaming (or try highlighting, copying & pasting into your 
browser the link below: NB: clicking here will not work but pasting does: 
https://livestream.com/shipleysaudiovisual/organrecital/videos/188343606 
 

Garden City Orchestra 
The Garden City Orchestra is Christchurch's friendly 
community orchestra - an ensemble with a great repertoire 
and a supportive approach. Our members include 
enthusiastic musicians ranging from young to adult and 
amateur to professional. We rehearse weekly & plan to 
perform two concerts every year.  

 
Beth Cohen the 
 present conductor. 
The orchestra was 
formed in 1999 
under the hands of 
John Emeleus for 
musicians of all 
ages who enjoy 
making music together.   

Global Voices Choir 
They are dedicated to singing a range of songs from diverse cultures and 
committed to maintaining global awareness though the power of music sung and 

with respect for the 
cultures whose songs they 
share. The songs are 
drawn from folk, 
indigenous, spiritual and 

contemporary traditions. Repertoire includes music from Aotearoa New 
Zealand, the Pacific, Eastern Europe, Africa, Latin America, the Gospel tradition 
in the USA, the Celtic tradition, and more. They value singing in community and 
enjoy weekly sessions with the singing family. It comprises a 25-person choir 
and is directed by Deen Coulson, a prominent Christchurch director and 
seasoned musician in theatre, jazz, contemporary, choral and world music. 
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Harmony Singers 
 
They are a mature friendly women’s unauditioned choir which rehearses 
Wednesday mornings from 9.30am. They have an annual concert though in the 
meantime they entertain at various retirement homes and connect with the 
Community Choirs of Christchurch. They are currently inviting sopranos and 
altos to experience the joys of the singing they do.  
Lyndsey Haggitt is the Secretary.  haglas@clear.net.nz 
 

Harp Orchestra Christchurch 
 
The Christchurch Harp Orchestra are 20 harpers from the city of Christchurch. 
They are led by Helen Webby, Principal Harp Christchurch Symphony 

Orchestra. Harps of all shapes and sizes are 
played performing all kinds of music - Celtic to 
classical to contemporary... and beyond! 
Arrangements are by Helen Webby and cater for  
"harpies" of all ages and levels, from beginners 
to advanced players.													
helenwebby@gmail.com 

	
 
 

Institute of Registered Music Teachers of New 
Zealand, Christchurch 
Branch (IRMT) 

The NZ entity was established by Act of Parliament in 
1928 after 20 years of  persistence and Christchurch 
joined the fold by establishing in its own right around 
1980.  Marnie Barrell guides the local ship. 

Jubilate Singers     -    Joy in Singing 
Discover the imaginative and innovative performances of the 
Jubilate Singers. Under the musical direction of Philip Norman CNZM. Since 
the choir's inception in 1977 the Jubilate Singers have earned a national 
reputation for high quality a cappella sacred and secular works, jazz 
arrangements and works with Orchestral accompaniment.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 41 

CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 
 
 
 

Music Education Canterbury 

A key organisation in the Canterbury region which was 
formed 1974 to promote and support music education in all 
sectors. Contacts are: 

       Judith Bell  bell.judith@gmail.com and  Celia Stewart celia@xtra.co.nz 

Neerlandia Choir 
 
This choir was formed 40 years ago by the Dutch community to celebrate their 

heritage in 
song. They 
entertain 
retirement 
homes and 
offer two 
special 
events, one in 
September 
and the other 
at Christmas 
time.  

The items are mostly traditional but also include a range of pieces from other 
cultures. Currently there are 17 enthusiasts who are conducted by Teresa Jones 
(back left) with Michael Zon (back row centre) accompanying on the piano or 
organ 

Nut Point 
Centre 
A romantic rural 
oasis for musicians 
and concertgoers to 
join together for 
moments of bliss. It 
is located on 
Langdales Road 
close to the Old West 
Coast Road corner.  
John Allan is the 
entrepreneur. 
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NZ Choral Federation  
Canterbury/West Coast Region 
 
The NZ Choral Federation was founded in in 1985 under  
the initiatives of the late Professor Peter Godfrey (fondly 
nicknamed PDG). It has grown in strength and represents 
more than 21,000 members from 230 chamber and 
community choirs, over 280 schools and 400 individuals. 
Events they mount include The Big Sing, The Kids Sing, 
Singfest, SOUNZ Composition Awards. with      Rosemary Fisher 
local‘chapters’ adding their own events over and above.      leads the Canterbury 
Professional  developments for conductors cover                 West Coast Region 
Choral Connect, Giving Direction, Singing Matters and  
Fine Tuning. 
 

 
NZ Opera 
NZ Opera is the face of professional opera in Aotearoa. 
Their Purpose: Enriching the cultural life of Aotearoa 
through an experience of opera that connects, engages 
and inspires reflection on the human condition. 
It is based in Auckland. The New Zealand Herald in 
2019 reviewing Thomas’s performance said, “De Mallet 
Burgess went into his first full year in charge at NZ Opera 
having to reimagine what it means to be an opera 
company in the 21st century. What he came up with is the 
most exciting – and challenging – programme a national 
performing arts body is likely to have produced in New 
Zealand”. 2022 sees Opera being deferred in a number of 
Regions owing to the virus. 
        General Director  
       Thomas de Mallett Burgess  
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NZ Trio 
 
They are regarded as a 
‘national treasure’ and 
NZ’s most renowned 
ensemble and often 
thought of as an 
ambassador of 
contemporary NZ 
music.  
         Somi Kim (Piano) Ashley brown (Cello) and Amalia Hall (Violin
         

Resonance Ensemble  
It was formed in February 2012 by the players themselves and has become an 
integral part of the Christchurch music landscape. Their repertoire is innovative 
including both popular and novel programmes going beyond the 

standard fare offered by traditionalist 
ensembles. Three or four concerts are 
mounted each year engaging conductors and 
soloists by invitation.  These have included 
Tony Ryan, Helen Renaud, Anthony Ferner 

and Mark Hodgkinson with Violin soloist, Andrew Robinson. Works from 
budding composers are often included.  Leader is Cornelia Didenco. 

Risingholme Orchestra Inc 
This ensemble has a motto “Music for Pleasure”. It was founded in 1992 and is 
Christchurch’s only day-time-rehearsing amateur symphony orchestra. Music 
Director is  Dr Philip Norman who organises performances in concert venues, at 

schools, 
and for 
retirement 
village 
residents.   
 
 
 

 

The repertoire is both eclectic and wide-ranging alongside standard classical fare 
and includes music from opera, musicals, shows and films as well as works by 
local composers. 
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Royal School of Church Music New Zealand 
(Canterbury Branch) 
 
The local branch of a world-wide charity founded 1927 
dedicated to the Ministry of Music in Church Services 
and education of choristers in churches and related 
organisations. For example in Christchurch, the 
Cathedral Grammar School, Medbury School as well 
as the Cathedrals and churches in the city.  
     
               Paul Ellis, National  
                President as well as   
                Canterbury Chairman 
 
 

Schola Cantorum 
A mixed choir of up to 30 voices, specialising in à cappella performances of mediaeval, 

baroque and early classical music. They perform plainsong 
(Gregorian Chant), 
polyphony, 
madrigals and 
other sacred and 
secular music. The 
conductor is Mrs 
Felicity O’Brien a 
deacon in the Anglican church.  Rehearsals are on Tuesday 
evenings. For more details scholacan@gmail.com 

 
 

St Albans Community Choir 
The choir formed in 1997 espousing the philosophy of being open to all comers. 
There are no auditions and music reading is not a requirement for membership. 
This means a member’s natural ‘ear’ serves for learning a song. The repertoire is 
mostly secular, light and popular folk songs.  They are usually performed in 
unison or sometimes with men on one part and women on the other. Rehearsals 
are on Monday evenings at St Paul’s Anglican Church 1 Harewood Road.  
Heather Mitchell-Gladstone QSM is the conductor and she accompanies when 
required on a piano-accordion.   (For more information 021 644 092) 
heathergladstone@xtra.co.nz 
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South Brighton Voices 
It is a 4-part choir formed with the name of South Brighton Choral 
Society in 1947 and under its revised name mounts 2 or 3 concerts a 
year plus performing at functions upon invitation. There are no pre-
requisites to join other than the desire to sing in the choir’s friendly 
environment. The repertoire embraces a wide range of pieces which 
are rehearsed on Wednesday evenings under the conductorship of 
Diane Coad with accompanist Caleb Brand.  For further information 
sbcspresident@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Classics Inc. (Christopher’s Classics) 
This entrepreneur (Christopher Marshall) from England to NZ in the 1980’s 
began hosting concerts with his wife Jilly in their North Canterbury home and 
for the Ashley and Waimakariri community Arts Councils. Enthusiastic 
audiences flocked to them. From these beginnings by the 
1990’s they instituted a series of Sunday afternoon 
concerts which became known as the Sunday Classics 
and thence to the new name of Christopher’s Classics 
resulting in 5 or 6 events each year in the Great Hall.  
From there to St Michaels and All Angels until 
August 2016 the Piano was built and provided the venue 
for  Christopher’s Classics. 2022 will be the 27th season 
of this stream and concerts will be presented in the 
evenings, often Tuesdays and Thursdays. Paste the link below in your browser to 
discover the schedules. 
https://www.christophersclassics.nz/uploads/1/2/0/2/120285514/seasonbrochure_2022_web.pdf 
 

The Knox Singers 
 
The Knox Singers is a choir based in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
The Knox Singers perform a wide range of music - ranging from 
John Cage to Arvo Pärt, Handel, Schubert, and Mozart.  The 
Musical Director of the Knox Singers is Gabriel Baird. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 46 

 
CCMC 80th  Souvenir Affiliates Journal #6 re: 7 Nov 2021 

 

The Plainsmen 
 

In 1988, a handful of enthusiasts decided to form a local chapter of the US 
‘Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Singing’ 
(now thankfully renamed the ‘Barbershop Harmony Society’).  An open night 
attracted a host of men, of whom 35 stayed, swelling the chorus to over fifty. 
The Plainsmen were well and truly established, and have been actively 
performing ever since.. 

We have competed in every national and NZ-based Pan-Pacific Barbershop 
convention since 1992, winning eleven medals), and have become an 
established feature of the Christchurch music scene. Our Christmas concert 
attracts hundreds every year, and we regularly perform at public events and 
our own mid-year shows.       Gavin Hurley 
         Music 
         Director 

University of Canterbury School of Music 
The  University of  Canterbury School of Music has its campus at the Arts 
Centre in the City as distinct from earlier times when it functioned at Ilam. 
Under the guidance of Prof Mark Menzies an extensive range of theoretical 
topics and practical instrumental studies are offered. For more information visit 
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/arts/schools-and-departments/school-of-music/ 
 
 
 
 

Waimakariri Community Arts Council 
 

This vibrant entity has a long history of being very 
pro-active in the fields of music and the arts 
generally.  Their aim is to encourage and promote 
the Arts  in Waimakariri, and its constituents. 
Concerts and exhibitions take place in the Chamber 
Gallery of the Rangiora Library and also the Kaiapoi 
Library. 
The current chairman is Brian Hoult of Rangiora 
and the Secretary is Cathy Batchelor  
cathy.batchelor1@gmail.com 
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Woolston Brass Inc 
 
This iconic band was founded in 1891 as a performing arts entity. It has a Maori 
motto Tohea kia kaha (meaning Persevere, so there is Strength) to which it has 
adhered consistently from the outset. 
 
There are 100 plus members currently and they are posted appropriately across 
their three brass bands: Woolston Junior Band, Woolston Concert Brass and a 
Learners’ Group.  The last provides an Academy education programme teaching 
over 70 children and adults.   In the positive environment upon which tuition is 
based, participants learn practical and theoretical music.  They also engage with 
the community by means of concert performances as well as engaging in local 
and national contests. Many of the Academics progress to Woolston Brass which 
is renowned for their musical excellence. Regardless of the stage upon which 
any of the three bands perform, the Concert Hall, for the community in the 
annual series or national, international performances, Woolston is NZ’s most 
successful contest and performing entity. 
 
During its more than 130 year history it records a distinguished list of 
championship victories both here and overseas.  Many talented individual 
members representing Woolston Brass have chalked up an enviable list of 
successes especially in the National and Youth Bands of NZ. 
 
Under the baton of Tyme Marsters since 2015 successes include winning the 
2020 Canterbury Provincial Brass Band Association Championship, a 2nd place 
in the 2019 NZ Brass Bands Association Championship contest. The Band also 
won the 2018 NZBBA Marching and Drum Major Championship titles under the 
Mace of Todd Turner. 
 
Recent performance highlights include performing with Tenor Simon O’Neill, 
entertaining the crowds at Canterbury Crusader Super Rugby games. They also 
performed on the Christchurch Town Hall stage with guest artists at their  annual 
ANZAC Variety Concert. 
 
Woolston Brass Inc exists today for its members to learn, play, perform and 
inspire each other and the community with excellent and diverse musical 
experiences. 
 
Woolston Brass is honoured these days to be performing alongside The 
Christchurch City Chorus 
 
 
To learn about Woolston Brass’ upcoming performances, please 
visit www.facebook.com/woolstonbrass or 
email caroline@woolstonbrass.org 
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Listen to an item by the Woolston Band.  
 
Click on the link below and your Google Chrome Browser should 
display the Band marching along the road. Alert: look for the icon of 
a speaker bottom right: it will have an x showing it is muted. Click 
on this and the sound should then emerge. 

 
1:21 
Woolston Brass - Woolston Brass - Knight of the Road - May ... 
Facebook · Woolston Brass 
23/05/2021 

               


