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The 

Seventy-ninth 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 

of the 
 

CHRISTCHURCH CIVIC MUSIC COUNCIL Inc. 
 

 

 
To be presented at the 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Held on Friday, 9th October 2020 

 

Music Suite, St Andrew’s College 

 

347 Papanui Road, Papanui 

 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 
 

1. Registration (6.30pm) 

 

2.  Welcome, Apologies, Roll Call (7.00pm) 

 

3.  Minutes of the AGM held on the Friday 11
th
 October 2019: 

 3.1 Corrections 

 3.2 Confirmation 

 3.3 Matters Arising 

 

4. Annual Reports: 

4.1 Presentation of the President’s Report (year ended 30th June 2020) 

4.2 Presentation of the Performance Report (year ended 30th June 2020) 

4.3 Adoption of the Annual Reports 

 

5. Musical Interlude:  Grace Lawrence (Violinist)  

   

6.  Election of officers: 

  6.1 President 

  6.2 Vice-President 

6.3 An Executive of Nine (Each Executive Member has a term of 3 years)  

• The following member, elected in 2017 must now stand down is eligible 

for re-election.  

 Lorraine Logan (Friends of the CSO).    

• The following members, elected in 2018 retain their positions for a 

further one year.  

Kate Husband [Music Education (Canterbury)] and Jody Keehan 

(Chamber Music New Zealand) 

• The following members, elected in 2019 retain their positions for a 

further two years. 

Doris Barnard [Sunday Classics Ltd (Christopher’s Classics)], and 

Denise Murfitt (Friends of the Arts Centre of Christchurch) 
 6.4 Auditor 

 

7.  General Business 

 

8.  Strategic Plan 

 

9.  General Business 

 

10. Closure 

 

11. Light Refreshments 



President’s Report  
The 79th Annual Report of the Christchurch Civic Music Council for the 

year ending 30 June 2020. 
 

I am honoured to present the 79
th

 Annual report of the Christchurch Civic Music Council. Despite the 

Covid-19 pandemic and the changes to everyone’s calendars it caused I am pleased to report that the Music 

Council is in good heart with much to report. We are very pleased to acknowledge the continued support of 

our Affiliate organisations and also to welcome a number of new members. As will become clear our 

advocacy on behalf of the Affiliates is dependent on their engagement with us. 

 

Early in the year we set ourselves a series of goals under each of the objectives set out in the Constitution 

and when these were examined in June we found that we had achieved so much the Council was prepared to 

give an A score. The Plan is now updated and sets the scene for the coming year. 

 

The Civic Music Council was very pleased to award our former President Graeme Wallis, Honorary Life 

Membership at the October 2019 AGM. With great sorrow we acknowledge his death in November. He is 

remembered with affection by all whose lives he touched especially in music circles. 

 

We were pleased to welcome Denise Murfitt and Doris Barnard as new volunteer members to the Executive 

at the 2019 AGM. At the same time we said farewell and expressed our gratitude for their sterling service to 

the organisation over the years to Martin Setchell, Sally Binnie and Patrick Shepherd.  Celia Stewart and 

Judith Bell continue as seconded members. Each member of the Executive has a particular responsibility to 

report on at our monthly meetings. Our thanks must go to all members of the Council for their commitment 

to furthering Music in the City, advocating on behalf of all the Affiliates whenever the opportunity arises 

and attending concerts and events and applauding the contribution to the lively musical life of the city of 

Christchurch. 

 

Every organisation is dependent on the nature and quality of its administration. There is no doubt that the 

CCMC is extraordinarily well served by its indomitable, dedicated and efficient Secretary Carmel Brown. 

Her knowledge and skills are very high valued and recognised by us all with gratitude.  Similarly thank you 

must go to Cynthia King for the efficient and effective management of our finances. 

 

The CCMC warmly congratulates Celia Stewart on being award the MNZM in 2019 and to enjoy the 

celebration in Turanga along with friends and performers. 

 

          

The Journal and Affiliates: 

Our congratulations and great thanks goes to Robert Tait who has continued to produce and edit the Journal 

which has been distributed to all Affiliates, City leaders, Libraries and associated organisations. It is a mine 

of information much of it provided by Affiliates keeping us all up to date with their activities. It is very clear 

that despite Lockdown and keeping ourselves safe and well Music in the city has been lively. The website 

kept us informed of webinar concerts and the monthly diary on which Affiliate concerts and events are noted 

provides items of interest to make sure are in our diaries. The success of the Journal is dependent on the 

continued interest of all Affiliates whose contributions are always welcome. Please provide Robert Tait with 

Reports on events and activities at rvt@rvt.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rvt@rvt.co.nz


The website: 

The Affiliates fee provides free access to the Music Canterbury website – www.musiccanterbury.co.nz  

where your events can be listed on the calendar. It is regularly updated and entries should be emailed to: 

secretary@musiccanterbury.co.nz.   This year we have introduced an Events Form Template 

https://musiccanterbury.co.nz/event-form-template/ – please use this when sending through your Event.  We 

posted 173+ events on the calendar which is encouraging considering how many events were cancelled due 

to Covid-19.   Please keep an eye of the website when planning events to avoid the clashes which sometimes 

occur. Let’s make sure the CCMC Website becomes the first choice for Cantabrians when seeking a music 

event. 

 

 
National Concerto Competition 2019-2020: 

One highlight every year is the National Concerto Competition. 2019-20 was to be its 53
rd

 year and 

devoted to aspiring pianists. A most successful preliminary competition took place in December at the Piano 

with Three Finalists selected for the finals in March – Lixin Zhang from Christchurch, Leon Chen, Auckland 

and Ashani Waidyatillake Auckland.  It was with great regret that the Concerto Trust decided to cancel the 

final due to the Covid-19 pandemic and to award the prize money equally to the three finalists. This was 

well received by them since two have taken up scholarships at overseas Universities. Plans are ahead for the 

2020-21 Competition although funding continues to be very difficult. Contestants have repeatedly reported 

that the opportunity to play a Concerto of their choice with an Orchestra - for us the Christchurch Symphony 

Orchestra are the highlights of the Competition. The Concerto Trust is committed to examining its structure 

and to securing the sustainability of the Competition for the future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/2020 National Concerto Competition Finalists 

 

Left to right: Lixin Zhang (Christchurch); Leon Chen (Auckland) and  

Ashani Waidyatillake (Auckland) 
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Strum Strike and Blow 2019: 

The 2019 Strum Strike and Blow concert expertly and professionally planned and directed by Judith Bell 

and Celia Stewart ably assisted by Kate Husband attracted 1200 young people from 47 schools and a most 

appreciative audience. The enthusiastic joy of the young musicians as they performed on their marimbas, 

ukuleles and recorders was very rewarding. We are most grateful for the public and private financial support 

received for this event and to Avonhead Rotary for their assistance at the Horncastle Arena.  

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recorders in action at the Strum Strike and Blow 2019 

 

 

Civic Music Council Instruments: 

The Council owns and maintains four instruments. The Neupert Harpsichord is now located at Know 

Church, Bealey Avenue and is available for hire at reasonable cost while the Upright Yamaha is in use at the 

Christchurch School of Music. One Steinway is leased by Burnside High School’s Aurora Centres and is 

highly valued there. The second instrument is now located at St Margaret’s College. Both these fine 

instruments provide the Council with a valuable source of income. 

 

 

Arts Strategy: 

Members of the CCMC Executive have participated in the City Council consultations on the Arts Strategy 

and we look forward to the final draft and its adoption by the City Council. We believe it is aspirational and 

now most significant as the City emerges from the Covid experience. 

 

 

Finance: 

The Civic Music Council appreciates the invaluable support it receives from the City Council through its 

Strengthening Communities Grant in order to provide administrative support. Numerous public and private 

sponsors allow the CCMC to function effectively and especially to mount the Strum Strike and Blow 

Concert and the Annual National Concerto Competition. Our gratitude for the list on the back of this report 

knows no bounds.  

 

 

 

 

 



Ruby Hay Pianoforte Scholarship 2019: 

The 37
th

 Ruby Hay Pianoforte Scholarship was held on Sunday 20
th

 October 2019 at the Recital Room, 

University of Canterbury Arts site. There were three contestants, Hannah Brand, Katie Gluyas and Dennis 

Yan. The examiner, Mr Christopher Tilbury LRAM ARCM from the Associated Board of the Royal Schools 

of Music, commented on each of the performances and presented the prizes. Dennis Yan was awarded first 

prize of $1000 and Hannah Brand as runner up, won the Lois Mackintosh prize of $200 donated by the 

IRMT and Katie Gluyas was third prize of $100.00 donated by Margaret Austin.   An audience, made of up 

family and friends, congratulated all the contestants and agreed it had been a successful event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Katie Gluyas (3
rd

 prize), Christopher Tilbury (ABRSM Examiner), Hannah Brand (2
nd

 prize) 

and Dennis Yan (1
st
 prize) 

 

Radio New Zealand: 

The CCMC was heartened by the response of so many of the Affiliates, individuals and former contestants 

of the Concerto Competition who rose to the occasion and bombarded Radio New Zealand  with reaction to 

their intention to remove Concert FM to the AM network. CCMC wrote to the Prime Minister Jacinda 

Ardern as Minister of Arts Culture and Heritage, Hon Grant Robertson and Hon Kris Faafoi as well as Radio 

NZ Chair and the CEO. The cases presented by so many were persuasive and we are very pleased that FM 

transmission will not only continue but be enhanced. The CCMC has been acknowledged by CEO Paul 

Thompson as a Stakeholder for consultation in the future.  

 

 

Now as our Team of 5 million basks in how well we have come through the trauma of the global pandemic 

the CCMC looks forward to continuing to advocate for Music and the Arts in Christchurch and New 

Zealand with the support of our Affiliates.  

 

 



































































Officers of the Council 
2019 - 2020 

Patron:    Her Worship the Mayor, Lianne Dalziel 

President:    Margaret Austin CNZM 

Vice President:   Michael O’Regan 

Secretary:   Carmel Brown 

Treasurer:  Cynthia King 

Life Members: Jean Rutherford QSM, Christina Sell-McLachlan, Wallace Woodley QSO and Howard 

Harvey. 
Honorary Auditor: Peter Davidson  

Executive:  Margaret Austin CNZM (President), Michael O’Regan (Vice-President), Doris Barnard, 

Kate Husband, Jody Keehan, Lorraine Logan QSM, Denise Murfitt, Robert Tait, Celia 
Stewart MNZM (co-opted), Judith Bell (co-opted). 

         Membership 
Affiliated Organisations: 

Addington Brass Garden City Orchestra 
Apollo Musicum Global Voices Inc. 
Ara Institute of Canterbury (Jazz School) Harmony Singers 
Atlas Voices Trust Harp Orchestra Christchurch 
Arts Centre of Christchurch IRMT of New Zealand (Christchurch Branch) 
Burnside High School Jubilate Singers 
Canterbury Philharmonia Inc. Music Education Canterbury 
Canterbury Singers Inc. Neerlandia Choir Christchurch Inc. 
Canterbury/Westland Secondary Music Teachers Assn Nut Point Centre 
CBS Music (Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament) NZ Choral Federation Canterbury/West Coast Region 
Cecilian Singers Inc. NZ Opera 
Chamber Music New Zealand (Christchurch Branch) NZTrio 
Christchurch Arts Festival Resonance Ensemble 
ChristChurch Cathedral Choir Risingholme Orchestra 
ChristChurch Cathedral Choir Society Inc. Risingholme Singers 
Christchurch City Choir Royal School of Church Music New Zealand (Canterbury Branch) 
Christchurch City Chorus of Sweet Adelines International Schola Cantorum 
Christchurch Competitions Society Showbiz Christchurch 
Christchurch Liedertafel Male Voice Choir Inc. St. Albans Community Choir 
Christchurch Organists’ Association Inc. South Brighton Voices 
Christchurch School of Music Sunday Classics Ltd (Christopher’s Classics) 
Christchurch School of Music Support Trust The Knox Singers 
Christchurch School’s Music Festival Association Inc. The Plainsmen 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra University of Canterbury School of Music 
Concerts for Christchurch Foundation Trust Waimakariri Community Arts Council 
Friends of the Christchurch Town Hall Organ Trust Woolston Brass 

Associated Organisations:     Local Bodies: 
 New Zealand Symphony Orchestra                                                     Christchurch City Council 

 



  

Thanks to our Sponsors: 
 

            
         

    

                 

              

 

The Robert and Barbara Stewart Charitable Trust 

The Elizabeth Ball Charitable Trust The Cranleigh Harper Barton Cultural Trust 

The Farina Thompson Charitable Trust 
 

 

   Explanatory Expansions 
               of  Abbreviations 
 
 CSM   = Christchurch School of Music 
 CMNZ  = Chamber Music NZ 
 CSO  = Christchurch Symphony Orchestra 
 MEC  = Music Education Canterbury 
 RSCMNZ = Royal School of Church Music NZ 
       
 Refers to photographs displayed on the inside face of the front cover. 

 =    Co-opted   

  

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Carmel Brown (Secretary) 

 
Telephone: (03)339-8885 
(Please leave a message) 

 
Email: secretary@musiccanterbury.co.nz 

 
Check out our 2020/2021 event calendar 

www.musiccanterbury.co.nz 

http://www.musiccanterbury.co.nz/
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