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CBS News May, 2019 

CBS CHARITY CONCERTS 

Concert for Refugees 
This year’s Lenten CBS concert, on March 10, 
began with a specially composed Song for 
Refugees by Ian Bolton, who plays in our cathedral 
orchestra alongside the viola soloist, Anatoliy 
Zelinsky recognised in his home country as 
Honoured Artist of the Ukraine. 

Mozart’s Symphony 25 in G Minor also 
featured, together with Bach’s Refugee Cantata 
39. All proceeds were given to the local Red 
Cross refugee programme, and their local 
president, Tom Gregg spoke warmly on their 
behalf. We were shocked to learn later that same 
week of the terrible assault on our local 
immigrant community.  

 
Concert for Notre Dame Cathedral 

In response to the terrible fire which recently 
engulfed Notre Dame de Paris, we presented a special 
3 pm, 12 May, Mothers’ Day Concert. CBS has 
performed there in concert and two High Masses, and 
a French embassy diplomat expressed their gratitude 
in accepting all the proceeds.  

From the gallery the men sang movements from 
Duruflé’s Missa Cum Jubilo, and organist Nick 
Sutcliffe played the Vierne Carillon de 
Westminster. More representative French works 
by Machaut, Arcadelt, Franck, Fauré and Poulenc 
culminated with Mozart’s Paris Symphony No. 
31, played with élan by our orchestra. 

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 



Choir News 
We are fortunate now to have as Associate Musical 
Director Nicholas Sutcliffe, teaching at Christ’s College. 
The photo shows him playing the popular Vierne Carillon 
de Westminster in our recent concert. On 30 June, he 
brings his Christchurch Boys’ Choir to sing at our Mass. 
Max Toth, one of several organ students he is tutoring, has 
also been appointed as our organ scholar, and recently 
presented a successful Wednesday solo recital.  
Nick is keen to encourage young talented singers to join the 
choir as choral scholars, who will work with him on special 
projects such as recordings and guest appearances at local 
concerts. The first of these is to be experienced soprano Amelia Ryman, who trained in Wellington, and 
is employed as Philanthropy Manager for the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra. Having such a group of 
singers will help the workload on our regulars, such as Stephanie, Wally, Michelle and Alice, while on 
extended sick leave this year. Following an enjoyable tour to Wellington last Labour Weekend for a 
concert in the newly strengthened St Mary of the Angels church, and a shared Mass with Sacred Heart 
Cathedral Choir, CBS plans to travel to Auckland during Show Weekend this year, and there are plans for 
a triple cathedral concert, involving St Patrick’s Catholic and Holy Trinity Anglican, together with a 
liturgical contribution. 

 
CBS Upgrades 
Thanks to diocesan support, CBS Music Trust has applied for 
financial assistance to maintain its concert activity. It is hoped for 
an upgrade of seating used frequently for concerts, and for 
administrative help with the busy CBS programme. The CBS 
website has also been totally refreshed and updated, and now 
contains both archival records of past activity and pages to 
reference for both future events and room hirage – an important 
source of revenue to pay for ongoing heating, lighting and 
maintenance costs. The CBS Music Centre is regularly hired by 
groups such as the Wagner Society, Organists’ Association, and 
will now also be the home base of another well established city 
choir: the Cecilian Singers, a group of 30 ladies who rehearse every 
Monday evening, and give regular concerts. 
All information on room availability and costs is available on our 
web page, together with details of coming events, the year’s Solemn 
Mass programme, and information about music scholarships. 
 

Choral Festival – 11 August 3 pm 
A free choral celebration with many city choirs from churches, community, youth, and the concert stages. 

Vienna Classics Concert – 29 September 3 pm 
Two wonderful works are scheduled for our annual tribute to Haydn. His Drumroll Symphony 103 will 
be partnered with his penultimate Creation Mass. 

Wednesday At One Recitals  
The popular weekly series continues with optional lunch! Poster included below. 

December Delights 
Handel Messiah will be presented by CBS this year at 2 pm on Sunday, December 15 
Bach Magnificat (excerpts) will be heard during our Christmas Eve prelude (11 pm, Tuesday 24 
December – before the Midnight Mass). This beautiful setting, appropriate for the close of Advent, was 
written for Bach’s own first Christmas Eve in Leipzig. 
Mozart’s Missa Longa (NZ Premiere!) is this year’s Midnight Mass, together with the usual carols.



 

June 12 Anna Maksymova, piano 
A glorious finale: Beethoven to Schubert and Brahms 

June 19 John Linker, organ 
American maestro of the cathedral organ 

June 26 Canterbury University piano students 
Chopin to Shostakovitch 

July 3 (in Music Centre) Classical Jazz Quartet 
Cathy Irons, Barry Brinson: Bach, Vivaldi & jazz fusion 

July 10 (in Music Centre) Keith Sayers & Peter Low – the Bach heritage 
Pieces for Oboe & Oboe d’amore 

July 17 (in Music Centre) Alice Kuo & Veronica van der Knaap 
Playful pianos: Schubert Grande Sonate, Brahms Waltzes, Grieg Dances 

July 24 (in Music Centre) Seasonings Ensemble 
Spicing up a winter’s day with Baroque hits! 

July 31 (in Music Centre) Natalie Amersfoort & Mekaela Fleener 
Vibrant violinists 

August 7 (in Music Centre) Rebecca Bendre, cello 
Cello classics from Germany: Bach, Schumann & Brahms 

August 14 & 21 (in Music Centre) Burnside Specialist Music Programme 
A variety of talented soloists & chamber groups 

August 28 (in Music Centre) Kilmarnock Edition 
Celtic music from Christchurch’s popular folk group 

September 4 Christchurch Girls’ & Boys’ High Schools’ Orchestra 
Harmonious high schools with maestro Michael Langdon 

September 11 Three Generations Trio 
Favourites: Mozart Trio in G, Dvorak Dumky Trio 

 
 

  

 

Wednesdays at One 
A weekly feast of music at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 

373 Manchester Street 
Concerts begin at 1:10 pm. 

The Cathedral Café opens at 12.45 to provide delicious and good value 
food

Enjoy a delicious light lunch from the Cathedral Café and a weekly feast of 
magnificent music in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral or the CBS Music Centre. 

(programmes are subject to change without notice) 

Concert Schedule: June – September 2019 

Donation $10 & $5, proceeds to the CBS Building Fund 
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Mozart for Trinity 

CBS Choir and Orchestra highlight two beautiful Mozart works to mark Trinity 
Sunday at 3 pm on Sunday, June 16, in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Manchester 
Street. Admission will be by programme donation at the door. 

The lovely tune in the slow movement of Piano Concerto no. 20 in D Minor 
became familiar to many modern audiences through its use in the movie 
Amadeus, but it remained popular in the nineteenth century because of its 
romantic and expressive qualities. As a young pianist, Beethoven often played it, 
and wrote out his own cadenzas. Some drama surrounded its first performance, 
as it was finished only the day before, so the original orchestra had to sight-read 
the parts. Nevertheless, it was greatly acclaimed by Haydn, who told Mozart’s 
father “your son is the greatest composer I know”. For this performance, the Pro-
Cathedral Steinway will be played by Veronica van der Knaap, and the orchestra 
will be led by Natalia M. Lomeiko.  

The cathedral choir will mark the special day with a Sanctus from Palestrina’s 
famous Missa Papae Marcelli, Russian imperial Kapellmeister Glinka’s Cherubic 
Hymn, and Ascendit Deus, by Peter Philips. Organist Nicholas Sutcliffe will 
perform Bach’s “Trinity” Fugue in Eb, which echoes the hymn tune of “O God, Our 
Help”. Many different orchestral colours will be heard in Mendelssohn’s dreamy 
Verleih Uns Frieden, and the spectacular O Clap Your Hands, by John Rutter. 

Mozart’s great Trinitatus Mass K 167 will conclude the programme. Written for 
Trinity Sunday in June 1773, he complied with his new archbishop’s requirements 
for simplicity and brevity, but achieved festive grandeur through a bright C major 
tonality and by adding oboes and four trumpets to the orchestra. It is his only 
Mass without soloists. Instead, musical interests shifts to the lively and colourful 
orchestra part, with extensive preludes and interludes. 

The concert will be conducted by Don Whelan, who recently completed fifty years 
service as CBS Musical Director. 
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